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Franklin’s Got Talent 
By: Lindsey Heyman & Miazaly Sipaque 
The 6th grade FMS-SGS Talent show played to a full audience in the SGS 
auditorium on March 15-- and it 
was an awesome performance. 
From the perspective of the 6th 
grade Advisory  Board, a lot of 
hard work goes into planning 
something that big. Believe it or 
not, we worked since November 
with our advisor Ms. Jones, and 
held many meetings to plan the 
talent show over many months. 
We had to come up with a big 
fundraiser to help the sixth 
graders support our year-end 
field trip to Medieval Times; 
and what better way than a 
talent show? The Advisory 
Board had to decide who made 
it into the talent show. We also 
had to create brochures, decide what to sell at the bake sale, and decide on 
jobs for the talent show (helping at the bake sale, handing out brochures, 
etc.). It took a lot of teamwork. It was cool watching the performers during 
tryouts; they all did great. Everyone practiced very hard and performed so 
well at the show. We would like to  congratulate to the first place winner 
Afia Asamoah for her vocal performance of “Hello” by Adele, and second 
place winner Zachias Noble for his monologue celebrating African 
American Culture and highlighting the African American experience. The 
twenty-seven performers all agreed that the talent show was spectacular. 
After all, it takes a lot of hard work to go on stage and show-off talents. 
Most performers admitted that they were nervous. In fact, five performers 
had not performed their talent before. If you are a first-timer, you should 
always keep in mind these wise words from one of our performers who 
said, “When you do your best, you don't need a certificate or a trophy to 

 History of Earth Day- Worthy of Celebration 
By Afia Asamoah  
APRIL 22nd, 1970: Twenty million Americans 
gather on every street corner, bursting with love 
and respect for our beautiful planet. Just the year 
before, the very same people were driving 
gas-guzzling cars, working in factories that 
emitted astronomical amounts of smoke, throwing 
recyclable items in the trash, and buzzing about 
the Vietnam War while our planet was 
deteriorating. It seemed that no one cared enough to take action and save the 
earth.  However, Gaylord Nelson, a senator and retired World War II veteran, 
was planning for the benefit of our environment. What could a man from rural 
Wisconsin do for our planet? Well...in order to protect our natural resources, 
Nelson had a plan. The first phase of his big idea was to address the issues 
concerning the misuse of our natural resources. In 1963, Nelson accompanied 
John F. Kennedy on a U.S. tour in which both active political figures raised 
awareness about environmental issues. While this occured only a year after the 
publication of Silent Spring, a novel written by Rachel Carson about nature and 
its importance, Americans still refused to accept the dire situation - humankind 
was damaging Earth’s natural resources. In 1969, the Cuyahoga River in 
Cleveland caught fire when large amounts of chemical waste were deposited 
into it. This added fuel to the fire (no pun intended) and sparked the 
environmental revolution in America. That same year, Nelson, who was 
inspired by the college teach-ins protesting the Vietnam War, decided to hold a 
grassroots demonstration opposing pollution and other environmental issues. 
With that declaration, Nelson’s plan took off. Nelson’s determination, as well 
as his large-scale event, which later became known as Earth Day, caused 
politicians to take our natural resources into consideration. Within the same 
year of the first Earth Day, the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) 
was born. Following the establishment of a federal environmental council, 
several acts such as the Clean Water Act, and Endangered Species Act were put 
into effect. Now, nearly fifty years after the first Earth Day, we as humans can 
say that improvements in how we protect the earth have been made. So this 
Earth Day, why not continue the legacy of Gaylord Nelson and do your part to 
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identify how good you are at something.” We may have more shows based 
off this success, so brush up on your talents to be ready for a repeat 
performance next year.  

protect our wonderful planet? Remember to REDUCE, REUSE, and 
RECYCLE. 

 
 

YPAR--FMS Students Working for Change 
By: Tabatha Alegria 
Some students are tired of feeling as if they have no control over their school environment, 
but this club changes that. Youth Participatory Action Research (YPAR), is a club where 
students research a problem that exists in their community. On May 3rd, the club took a trip 
to Rutgers for an 
array of activities, 
such as a 
scavenger hunt 
and touring most 
of the university, 
and ended with 
making a 
presentation. 
According to the 
club advisors Mr. 
Villegas and Ms. 
Cunha, “YPAR is 
a program that 
can help give 
students a voice to 
spark change 
within their 
community. It’s a 
wonderful opportunity for students from all backgrounds and experiences to come together 
as one school family and hopefully bring change to an issue that affects others just like 
them”. Mr. Villegas has been the advisor of the club for two years, though his experience 
extends beyond this school; “I was in charge of organizing the program in the middle 
school in New Brunswick. Seeing the kids get so involved and noticing how much they 
cared for the topics really made me want to continue this program wherever I went. FMS 
gave me a perfect opportunity to bring something valuable to our community, as I wanted 
to make an impact”. Students in the club “identify issues, develop social skills and learn to 
collaborate with peers to solve a common problem. Students also practice research skills 
such as data collection and analysis, and survey and interview creation”. Clearly, this club 
teaches life skills that go beyond the classroom. Ms. Cunha and Mr. Villegas agree that 
their favorite part of YPAR is “giving students the opportunity to have their voice be heard. 
Many students join to empower themselves and put their thoughts into words and their 
words into action. Additionally, YPAR gives many students who don’t usually have a 
platform to speak on issues that they care about an opportunity to use their voice for 
positive change”. As advisors of the club, Cunha and Villegas share a goal “to allow 
students to have a safe space to speak on issues that they are passionate about and give 
them the confidence to speak against injustices within our community as they see them”. 
Not only does the passion of the advisors matter, but so does that of the club members 
themselves. Ms. Cunha and Mr. Villegas state, “being a student in YPAR requires 
commitment and passion, amongst all else. This club works best when all members actively 
participate and be present. The more that we can make our members feel like family, the 
better. Additionally, we expect students to be passionate about making a change. It’s very 
easy for students to say they want things to change or want to join a club simply for its’ 
potential benefits. But to actually join with the intent of participating and taking action is 
definitely what we desire and expect from each student in the club”. 

Student Poetry -- Planet Poison   
By: Kaitlyn Lopez 

Pollution, Pollution do you have a solution? 
The earth’s being laid to waste and it’s causing confusion. 

Pollution pollution why can’t you just quit it? 
You’re poison to this planet  and everyone in it. 

The earth is our home, but it seems like a trash can  
With all this pollution in sight, we need to make a good plan. 

To do away with the ways of ancient and old. 
To clean the oceans and streets from all the plastic and mold. 

To watch the fuel we use with great care. 
To make sure that future generations have clean air. 
Reuse, reduce, recycle. That’s all you need to do.  

Reuse, reduce, recycle. It all starts with you! 
So go on, shout to man and woman,  

That pollution can be stopped, yes it can  
Pollution, pollution even though you’re poisonous.  

Oh pollution, pollution you’re no big challenge for us. 
 

R.I.M.E. --Building the Future 
By: Tabatha Alegria 

Raritan’s Introduction of Minorities to Engineering, better known 
as R.I.M.E., brings minority students together to learn about a 
variety of jobs in the STEM field, specifically the engineering 
aspect of it. Every month, the club members and their advisors, 
Ms. Alaigh, Ms. Langan, and Mrs. Acolatse, go on a trip to 
campuses such as Colgate, NJIT, and Liberty Science Center. 
These trips are free of cost as the club is sponsored by Colgate 
Palmolive, DuPont Corporation, and Ashland. To support the idea 
of engineering, each student member is required to participate in 
the Bridge Building Contest, held annually at FMS in January. As 
fun and interesting as this club seems, it is open only for minority 
eighth grade students. However, do not let this discourage you to 
pursue an amazing career in engineering, or in any STEM field.  

Student of the Month 
By: Rudra Pandya 
Student of the Month is an honor awarded to one male and one female student from all six teams who exemplify the “Warrior Spirit”. These students are usually 
taken out of their 10th period classes to be acknowledged by the administrators and other peers who have also been chosen as Student of the Month where they are 
provided a festive reward in the cafeteria. Here is a quote from our very own, Mr. Solomon: “As the proud principal of FMS@HSC, I come to school every day 
excited about the community I serve because of the wonderful students enrolled here.  Having the “Warrior Spirit” is something I see every day from our 
students. “Warrior Spirit” is a student who encompasses passion for the school community.  It represents students who come to school and put forth their best 
effort every day and who treat people with respect.  The “Warrior Spirit” embodies the willingness to be a leader and to help peers to become one as well.” 
Congratulations to all of the following students who have been recognized as Student of the Month this year.  

 September/October November December January February March 

6
A 

Sophia Kawah 
Brandon Mora 

Clemente Garcia 
Mendoza 

Jessica Byrd 

Lyric Waters 
Kevin Espinoza 

Daniela Martinez Torres 
Luke Scruggs 

Erick Garcia 
Carolina Ibarra Vasquez 

Anais Gallardo 
Ensaldo 

Kingsley Anim-Adu 

6
B 

Kamryn Smith  
Elmer Sanchez  

Eliana Montas 
Isaiah Mosley-Aviles 

Nicholas Sutphen 
Miazaly Sipaque 

Wynter Quinones 
Ryan Kohdong-Kumolontang 

Dalena Lam  
Juan Arenas De Albino 

Ashley Matos 
Perdomo 

Marvin Catalan 

7
A 

Afia Asamoah 
Ryan Mrotek 

Mya Gonzales 
Jason Azcona  

Algirdas Simoliunas 
Leilani Mettle  

Melanie Bhimsen 
Avinash Seemungal 

Araoluwa Obakeye 
Brandon Lam 

Jada Severino 
Raul Torres 

7
B 

Sa’niyah Snell 
Jakob Cruz 

Zara Salas 
Valentino Ferro 

Laila Hernandez  
Thomas Do 

Adrian Chun  
Alyaa Mahmoud  

Citlaly Condado 
Kevin Hernandez Chanez 

Rober Aguirre 
Ashley Rodriguez  

8
A 

Scout Lowrie 
Rudra Pandya 

Brooklyn De Lon  
Austin Hwang  

Tabatha Alegria 
Benjamin Guy 

Andy Lam 
Kimberly White 

D’Ontri Anim-Adu 
Emanuel Ongoco 

Essence Brown 
Alex Desamour 
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8
B 

Sharis Grullon 
Alexander Garcia-Veras 

Keyara Salley 
Addiel Lucero 

Naseem McCleod 
Zuzanna Szafran 

Nathalie Ventura Rodriguez 
Danielle Yates-Lopez 

Sharlin Guillaume  
Alivia Guions 

      Stella Agboje 
Daniel Addico 

 

What Makes Someone Popular? 
By Kaitlyn Eckhart and Josephine Osenenko 

Youth Divided 
Did you know a third of all students today have a very high 
popularity status compared to other children?  One tenth of 
students today belong to the group of people that are trying 
hard to become popular.  This group of people are also known 
as the “wannabe” status.  Despite all of this, half of all students 
are a part of smaller, more independent friendship groups. 

 

Parents are a Factor 
You may think that only students themselves are able to decide 
their friend groups and how much popularity they have, 
however this is far from the truth. Parents have an effect on the 
social status of their children at school as well. Every parent 
has had their experience with popularity. Many studies show 
that if a mother recalls her happy childhood, her children tend 
to be more popular than others. Unfortunately, genetics that 
students’ parents have passed on play a part in someone’s 
social rank. Often, if the child is physically fit and is attractive, 
they will most likely have a lot more friends. Even though it is 
horrible to say that aggression has a role in a student’s social 
life, it is true. If a child’s parent gets furious quickly and uses 
aggression more often instead of words when dealing with 
certain situations, that behavior will rub off on the child as 
well. Despite all these factors, the biggest one is the type of 
relationship the parent has with their child. If the relationship 
is healthy and secure, the child will most likely have more 
confidence and feel a lot happier. However, if there are 
problems between a parent and their child, those home issues 
can come in between school life as well. 
Personality 
Compare the personalities of those who are considered popular 
and students who are less known. Popular kids often have 
confidence, a friendly nature, athleticism, sense of humor, and 
leadership in activities or groups. Less popular kids can have a 
very low self esteem and lack confidence. This already makes 
the person more quiet and introverted. 
The question is, how can we make everybody feel loved and 
important in our school community? One way to bring shy 
children out of their shells is to simply talk to them. Start up a 
conversation and it could actually go somewhere. These 
students may feel hidden and just need a little push in order for 
them to share things about themselves and become more 
comfortable in their environment. This article is based on 
information gathered from Dr. Eileen Kennedy-Moore from 
Psychology Today. 

PBSIS Bike Winners 
By: Rudra Pandya  
The Spring Assembly and Pep Rally at 
FMS were great fun for the whole 
school, and some people even got to 
take home a pretty cool souvenir -- in 
the form a new bicycle. One male and 
one female student from each grade 
won a Warrior Token raffle and won a 
bicycle. Congratulations to Wynter 
Quinones and Jacob Diaz (6th Grade) 
(top left), Anaria Buchhan and Joshua 
Reyes (7th Grade) (bottom left), Ariana 
Hennessy and Tahir Robinson (8th 

Grade) (right). We hope you’ll enjoy your new bikes just in time for the good weather. Keep 
earning Warrior Tokens because you could be a raffle winner too. 
 

 

DIY Craft: Paper Flowers 
By: Lindsey Heyman, Sophia Kawah, Ivy Pennyfeather, and Miazaly Sipaque  
 
Materials: 

➢ Scrapbook paper 
➢ Pencil 
➢ Scissors 
➢ Glue gun 
➢ Floral wire 
➢ Burlap vase 

 
1. First, cut the scrapbook paper sheets into 6″ by 

6″ pieces.  
2.  Next, trace a spiral circle onto each piece of 

paper. Cut the spiral circle on the pencil 
markings.  

3. Start with the outside and roll the paper.  Make 
sure to roll the start of the flower tight.  

4. Once you get to the base, let your flower 
loosen up a bit.  

5. At the base use a glue gun to to glue down the 
flower. 

6. After the hot glue has dried, gently poke 
through a piece of floral wire. 

7. Just repeat until you have the amount of 
flowers you need.  

 
From: https://www.purelykatie.com/make-pretty-paper-flower-centerpiece/  

Orchestra Honors  
By: Warrior Spirit Staff 

Central Jersey Music Educators Association (CJMEA)  
Congratulations to the string orchestra students from both 
middle school campuses and from MacAfee Elementary. 
These musicians learned a challenging new repertoire in 
addition to their school and competition music and met for 
a full day on Saturday, 4/13 to rehearse and perform with 
honors orchestra students from Hunterdon, Monmouth, 
Mercer, Somerset, Middlesex, and Union counties. 
Students from Hamilton Campus included 6th graders Joel 
Garces, Gabriella Roberts, Kiara Bacchus, Semaj Nelson, 
Jacob Tallafer, Saniya Sewnarine, and Zalan Varga, 
7th graders Mya Gonzales and Sydni Fields, and 8th graders 
Patience Affum and Gabriel Maciel. Thanks to all the kids 
for their enthusiasm and hard work in representing 
Franklin Township and for the staff members who 
coached, managed, organized, and supported us at the 
concert.  
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Warrior Spirit Retraction Notice: 
Oops...we goofed in the last issue. The photo of the FMS           
Boys Basketball team was mis-labeled as the A-Team when         
in reality it was our B-Team. Sorry guys. Please forgive us. 
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